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Amendments to and Listing of the Claims : 

Please amend claims 3, 4, 6, 9, 14, 15, 17, 19, and 20, cancel claims 1 1, 12, 18, 21 
and 24-27 and add new claims 31-36 as follows: 



1-2. (cancelled) 



3. (currently amended) A system for delivering customized web pages to users, said 
system comprising: 

at least one content server that stores web page content for a plurality of web 
pages; and 

a centralized demographic server that steres- retrieves demographic information 
via direct input from a use r on a plurality of r e gist e red users , the demographic information 
b e ing s e lf r e presented, preserving the anonymity of the user: and 

a computer associated with the user that stores the demographic information input 
by the user. 

wherein said content server directs a r e qu e stin g the user to said demographic sever 
for input of the demographic information, and wher e patticular d e mographic infonnation 
associat e d with the r e qu e sting us e r is stor e d, said demographic s e rver then r e tri e v e s the 
particular d e mographic information associat e d with the r e qu e sting us e r, and th e n the 
r e tri e v e d particular d e mographic information is provid e d to said cont e nt s e r\^er, 

wh e r e in said d e mographic s e rv e r r e quires auth e ntication of th e r e qu e sting us e r 
before the particular d e mographic information can b e provid e d to said cont e nt serv e r, 

wher e in th e cont e nt ser\^er causes th e retrieved particular demographic 
information to b e stor e d on a user's computer associat e d with the requesting user, and 
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wherein said content server th e reaft e r utilizes the stored r e triev e d particular 
demographic information from the user's computer fef^ to customize at least one 
subsequent web page reques t by the user . 

4. (currently amended) A system as recited in claim 3, wherein said content server 
produces a customized web page for the r e qu e sting user based on the retrieved particular 
demographic information. 

5. (cancelled). 

6. (currently amended) A system as recited in claim 3, wherein said content server 
delivers the customized web page to the r e questing user on the useF^computer 
associated with the requesting user. 

7-8. (cancelled). 

9. (currently amended) A system as recited in claim 3, wherein the requesting user 
controls the information within the particular demographic information that is provid e d 
from said c e ntraliz e d demographic s e rv e r to said content sorve r stored on the computer 
associated with the user. 



10-12. (cancelled). 
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13. (original) A system as recited in claim 3, wherein a plurality of different content 
servers are able to utilize the demographic information stored at said centralized 
demographic server. 

14. (currently amended) A system as recited in claim 3, 

wh e r e in the requesting us e r r e qu e sts a first w e b pag e , 

wh e r e in said cont e nt s e r\^ e r causes the retrieved particular d e mographic 
infonnation to b e stored on a us e r's comput e r associated with the r e questing user, and 

wherein at least one other content server th e reaft e r receives and utilizes the stored 
r e tri e ved particular demographic information from the use^^^ompute r to customize a 
web page, app e nd e d to, part of or provided with at l e ast one subs e qu e nt w e b pag e 
r e qu e st. 

15. (currently amended) A computer-implemented method for utilizing demographic 
information over a network of computers, said method comprising the acts of: 

accessing a central demographics server via the network to retrieve demographic 
information pertaining to a particular registered user[[,]] by direct user input, wherein the 
demographic data preserves the anonymity of the use r the c e ntral demographics s e rv e r 
storing d e mographic information p e rtaining to a plurality of r e gister e d u s ers ; 

storing the demographic information on a computer associated with the registered 

user: and 
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providing th e d e mographic information p e rtaining to th e particular register e d us o r 
from the c e ntral d e mographics s e rv e r to a comput e r associat e d with th e particular 
r e gist e r e d u se r; and 

s ubsequently issuing a request from the registered user to receive a web page 
from a content server via the network, the request specifying the web page and having 
the th e r e gist e r e d demographic information associat e d th e r e with corresponding to the 
registered user . 



16. (original) A computer implemented method as recited in claim 15, wherein the 
retrieved demographic information is appended to, part of or provided with the request. 



17. (currently amended) A computer implemented method as recited in claim 15, 
wherein said accessing is initiated by the-a_content server. 

18. (cancelled) 



19. (currently amended) A computer implemented method as recited in claim j-S17, 
wherein said method comprises: 

customizing, at the content server, the web page for the particular registered user 
based on the retrieved demographic information. 

20. (currently amended) A computer implemented method as recited in claim 4417, 
wherein the content server is a- the demographics server. 
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21-30. (cancelled) 

3 1 . (new) A method for customizing web pages provided over a network 
comprising: 

(a) receiving, at a server computer, a page request issued by a requestor over the 
network from a requestor's computer; 

(b) retrieving demographic information corresponding to the requestor, wherein 
the demographic information was previously directly input by the requestor to a 
demographic server, wherein the demographic information is stored on the requestor's 
computer, and wherein the demographic information does not reveal the requestor's 
identity; and 

(c) in response to the page request, customizing a web page to be displayed on 
the requestor's computer based on the demographic information. 



32. (new) The method of claim 3 1 further comprising: 

(d) transmitting the customized web page to the requestor's computer for display 
thereon. 



33. (new) The method of claim 31, wherein the demographic information is stored 
on the requestor's computer in the form of a cookie. 
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34. (new) The method of claim 3 1 , wherein no personal identifying information 
about the requestor is stored on the requestor's computer. 



35. (new) The method of claim 31, wherein the demographic information 
corresponding to the requestor is supplied by the requestor in response to questions posed 
to the requestor by the demographics server. 

36. (new) The method of claim 3 1 , wherein the demographic information is 
encrypted before being provided to the server computer. 
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